STRICTLY EMBARGOED | WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL 12.15AM NZST, TUESDAY 16 APRIL 5.15AM PDT
THE NEW ZEALAND FILM COMMSSION SECURES MAJOR GLOBAL SUMMIT
‘THE POWER OF INCLUSION’ TO TAKE PLACE IN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND
Tackling the topics of representation, inclusion and belonging in today’s screen, entertainment
and technology landscape, the summit will include local and international heavyweights as guests
and speakers
AOTEAROA, NEW ZEALAND - The Power of Inclusion will be hosted by New Zealand Film
Commission (NZFC) and Women in Film and Television International (WIFTI), with support from The
Walt Disney Studios and take place in Auckland, Aotearoa New Zealand on 3rd and 4th October 2019
The Power of Inclusion will reflect, stimulate and harness the momentum of conversations that are
currently crucial to the global discourse on content.
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern will join keynote speakers, panels and in conversations
that include writers and directors Niki Caro and Haifaa Al-Mansour, Charles D. King, MACRO founder
& CEO, The Black List founder Franklin Leonard, writer and producer Philippa Boyens, leading expert
on social change in media, Dr. Stacy L. Smith, breakthrough actor, film and theatre maker Ana
Scotney (Ngāti Tāwhaki), along with the support of Geena Davis and the Geena Davis Institute on
Gender in Media. Further speakers and full programme to be announced.
An unprecedented event in the Asia Pacific region in scale and breadth of voices on the topics of
representation, inclusion and belonging, The Power of Inclusion will also address core changes
enveloping the industry, through the voices of those that are participating in them. Whether it is
how distribution models are being disrupted, in what way the boundaries of storytelling are being
pushed or how the technology landscape is widening, The Power of Inclusion will join the
conversation while challenging and inciting action.
Cathleen Taff, President of Theatrical Distribution, Franchise Management and Business & Audience
Insights at The Walt Disney Studios said “Our studio has enjoyed working with the New Zealand film
community on several films, and we’re proud to be part of this important summit which will
advance the global conversation around filmmaking, media and equality.”
This summit follows the NZFC’s creation of the 125 fund - an investment fund to celebrate 125 years
since New Zealand women won the right to vote, promoting New Zealand’s international leadership
in women’s rights. The fund is open to dramatic features in any genre and offers an investment of
$1.25 million each for up to two projects where the director and at least one other key creative is a
woman.

NZFC Chief Executive Annabelle Sheehan says the summit demonstrates New Zealand’s
international leadership in women’s rights and reinforces New Zealand’s commitment to equality in
the industry.
“The summit will be a dynamic forum for expanding the opportunities for real global connection
that comes with the rising wave of under-represented voices now breaking through old screen
industry norms and barriers. The New Zealand Film Commission is committed to empowering
greater inclusion and diversity in the New Zealand screen sector. In hosting the summit the New
Zealand voice will figure in the expanding global screen economy.”
President of WIFTI Helene Granqvist says “On the heels of #metoo, it is more important than ever
that women organize to support each other in the crucial work for equal rights and the same
opportunities afforded to men. WIFT networks all over the globe have been working together for
more than 40 years and we will continue until we have equal representation throughout the
industry."
Announced speakers:
Rt Hon Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, the 40 th and current Prime Minister of New Zealand
and the world’s youngest female head of government;
Niki Caro, multi award-winning New Zealand film director and screenwriter, Mulan (2020),
The Zookeeper's Wife (2017) and North Country (2005), Whale Rider (2002);
Haifaa Al Mansour is the first female filmmaker from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
director of the first full-length film ever shot inside the Kingdom, Wadjda (2012), as well as
the films Mary Shelley (2018) and Nappily Ever After (2018);
Charles D. King, Founder & CEO of MACRO and producer of Sorry to Bother You (2018) and
Mudbound (2017); executive producer of Fences (2016);
Franklin Leonard, American film executive and founder of The Black List, a yearly
publication featuring Hollywood's most popular unproduced screenplays;
Philippa Boyens, Academy Award-winning New Zealand writer of The Lord of the Rings
Trilogy and co-producer and writer of King Kong, The Hobbit Trilogy and The Lovely Bones;
Dr. Stacy L. Smith, founder and Director of the Annenberg Inclusion Initiative at the
Annenberg School for Communication & Journalism at the University of Southern California;
and introducing rising star Ana Scotney (Ngāti Tāwhaki), who made her feature film acting
debut in The Breaker Upperers (2018) and is a film and award-winning theatre maker.
For more information including ticketing, please go to powerofinclusion.co.nz
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About the New Zealand Film Commission
The New Zealand Film Commission invests in original and culturally significant films, encourages
talented New Zealand filmmakers through developing career pathways and facilitating connections
offshore, and works to increase the number of people seeing New Zealand films here and overseas.
It is responsible for marketing New Zealand’s screen production industry overseas and attracting
international screen productions to New Zealand. The NZFC supports the growth of economic
activity and helps ensure New Zealand has sustainable screen sector businesses operating within an
internationally competitive screen sector. The NZFC also helps negotiate co-production treaties and
is responsible for administering the New Zealand Screen Production Grant, the Post, Digital and
Visual Effects Grant and the 5% Uplift, and for certifying official co-productions and New Zealand
films for tax purposes.
International productions are eligible for a grant rebate of 20 per cent of qualifying New Zealand
production expenditure. An additional 5 per cent grant is available to applicants who demonstrate
significant economic benefits to New Zealand, recognising that screen productions can raise New
Zealand’s profile internationally, attract high value tourists, international students and profile
innovative and creative people and technologies.
About Women in Film and Television International
The first WIFT network (Women in Film & Television) started in Los Angeles in the seventies as a
reaction to the male dominance in the film and television industry. Today there are around 50 WIFT
and WIFT-like networks with about 20,000 members over six continents - all working for the same
goal -a better gender balance in the industry, both behind and in front of the camera.
WIFTI (Women in Film & Television International) is the global network which connects all
organisations to one common voice. It champions women’s rights and sustainability for women
working in all areas of film, television and other screen-based media. WIFTI works with three pillars
- CONNECTION, KNOWLEDGE and VISIBILITY.
About The Walt Disney Studios
For over 90 years, The Walt Disney Studios has been the foundation on which The Walt Disney
Company was built. Today, the Studio brings quality movies, music and stage plays to consumers
throughout the world. Feature films are released under the following banners: Disney, including
Walt Disney Animation Studios and Pixar Animation Studios; Disneynature; Marvel Studios; and
Lucasfilm. The Disney Music Group encompasses the Walt Disney Records and Hollywood Records
labels, as well as Disney Music Publishing. The Disney Theatrical Group produces and licenses live
events, including Disney on Broadway, Disney On Ice and Disney Live!.

